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Some REMARKS, &c. 

My Friends and Countrymen, 

T HE late wonderful and unirfual dark- 
nefs on the nineteenth day of May 
lalt, (truck the Inhabitants of this State with 
horror and amazement, and at the fame time 
filled them with alarming apprehenfions : 
Yea the very brutes femmed greatly agitated. 
If f.'j could a thinking being let unmoved, 
while- he beheld the Sun, (that fplcndid lu- 
minary, whofe bright beams of light af- 
ford tne utmoft joy to the beholder) vail’d 
in d'.rknefs at noon- day ? To view nature 
dreffed in her mourning attire : — The earth 
inveloped m daikriefs The hulbandnren 
returning from their fields in great fu o- 
prife The midnight centinels crowing 
in anfwer to each other The difinal din 
of peeping frogs : — The night- birds. Ting- 
ing forth their dreary notes : — The beafts 
gtez ing in wild confternation -Every 
countenance feemed to gather blacknefs : 
Pea, a diliml gloom which filled the 
beholder with fear and aftonilhment, wait- 
ing with much anxiety for fome great 
event. — !n fine, the darknefs was inch 
as we nor our fathers never law its equal. 

The 


The Grange hypothefis of the learned 
that was put in the Public Papers I cannot 
agree to, viz. That the great and unufual 
darknefs was occalioned by the fmoke of 
burnt leaves, together with the common 
exhalations from the earth and water. Brit 
if this be true, Why has not that fmoke 
produced fuch an elFedt before ? Leaves 
have been burnt** common exhalations 
have arifen above fixty years to my know- 
ledge, yet they never produced fuch an ef- 
fect before. The refult of the learned 
was ilg ned Viator, or Traveller : Had it 
been. Errans, or Wanderer, it would ex- 
actly agreed with their Grange opinion. 

This may convince us, how liable 
the beft of men are . to miGakes r Holv 
dangerous is it then for u to build our 
faith on any man's opinion ? No wonder the 
ApoGles counfelled rheir hearers, to fearch 
the fcriptures , to fee if them t hings were Jo . 

This uncommon darknefs was 1 doubtlefs 
produced by the intervention of thole clouds 
from the weGward, (between the earrh and 
fun ;) they GtG appeared exceeding black, 
until they were fpread over the fun,,, their 
color was then changed to a b tfly yellow, 
which doubtlefs was effected by the rays ot 
light from the fun. — But fhould any in- 
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quire, Why the vapors, exhalations, &c. ne- 
ver formed clouds with a denfity iuiiicient 
to produce i'uch an effed before ? toe dif- 
ficulty will ftill be as great as ever. 

If it be grmte • (as doubilcfs it may) that 
the late darkneis of the tun and moon was 
from the force of natural caufes, moving 
and ope ating in an upufual m inner, or 
c uld we invetligate ever to many true cau- 
fe.s for the lolutio r > oj this ft, a age pbamo- 
menon $ yet it will ft, 11 remain, that the 
park nets was the Lok d'* doings, end it is 
marvelous in our eyes. 

Nature’s God hath g*ven the power 
of motion and operation to natti al caufes, 
and always co-operates with them, other- 
wife they would ctfeft nothing: Clouds and 


liarkn :/; are round about bun, ft or my vjindsj 
call and j no in luifithug bis word. All the ele- 
ments are at his tid po* a I ready to obey 
his lovoreign command, lie createih dark- 
iivrfetb the vapors to ajeeud , and doth 
ve bay cover be plmjetb. 

A - the late darknefs muft be allowed to 
be the effecl of \) i vine Power, from hence;: 
follow-, tint we ih mid take a fuit ible no- 
* { c he h ,i great end mem ’table event. 
- 0; to (;e moved with. Inch circu«nft.:nces. 
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to nave no apprehenfiAn of danger, muft 
argue the gieaieft ftupidity imaginable. 
The divine Being has fome great and noble 
end by this dilpcnfttion, which becomes us 
to Larch out and promote. Thefe things 
Come not by chance , neither do they arife out of 
the duji t but are lent tor tome valuable pur- 
pole, and if we rightly improve them, by 
the divine bidiing, they m iy be for the ge- 
neral good and happindV of mankind. 


1 he voice of this riiipenfation crieth to 
the city, it crieth a! jo to the country : Let all 
the children ol u'i jiiom under jiafid, and at- 
tend to it. c Ihe i inner s in Zion may reel! 


tremble , an v j ear} ulnejs Jurpi ije the hvfocritit 
vvoen they behold the operation of his 
hand, the grcatnels of his power, from 
which they can neither hide nor efcape. 


How folic itous fhould we be now to ac- 
quaint ourfelves with that Being who holds 
the reins of univerfal government, jo that 
q ce may be at peace, that thereby good might 
come unto us. How often do remarkable 
dilpenlktions precede fume lingular judg- 
ment : 1 hough 1 do n «t pretend to piedidt 
what will follow this, fot I am no Prophet, 
nor do l pretend t > mv revel » t ion, for 1 am 
no Luthufiad: ; yet .ve m iy rationally con- 
clude, that fome lingular judgment will 

follow. 
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follow, and this may be the very begin- 
ing of for row. 

Our Savior forettlling the deftru&ion of 
Jerufalem, and the figns of the end of the 
world, acquaints his auditors fome particu- 
lar figns fhould precede, viz. wars, earth- 
quakes, figns in the fun and moon, Sec. 
Immediately after the tribulation, the fun 
was to be darkened; tribula i on is what 
we have palled through theft- five years. 

Our enemies have been fuffcred to ravage 
our towns ; the fruits of the earth have been 
cut fhort by realon of the drought, (loims 
and mildews ; many of us have heard the 
poor cry for bread, when it was out of our 
power to relieve, them. How many of our 
young men have been flain in battle ! and 
our virtuous virgins not given in marriage ! 
We have beheld with compafiion pa- 
rents bewailing the h Is of their children 
flain, or carried into captivity ; wives la- 
menting the lofs of their tender huibands. 
Afk the bereaved orphan, and he will tell 
you with a flood of tears, that his beloved 
father was Ann in batt*c. 


We have ma 
the latter days, 
tally fulfilling ; 


ny evidences »hat thele are 

the ferinvj, i s ue daily dte- 
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Joel ) of Jarfr&fs and of gtoommefs, a day of 
thuds and thick darknefs ; Profperh/ is of- 
ten exprtfled by t he metaphor of light* and 
adverfity by darknefs i Hie repeating of the 
fynontmous terms is to exp refs the extremi- 
ty and length of thefe troubles : Again, the 
fun fbatt he turned into darknefs , Zech. xnr. 
6, 7. Ia that day the it bt /hail not be clear nor 
dark , butt u ftdflbe one day known to the Lor d. 


not day nor night, yet it Jhall come to fafs at 
even time it Jhall be light Thefe icriptutes 
m*ay allude to the diftrefles that were to be- 


fall the Jews and the church } yet they 
are now literally fulfilled 


We have lately p*fT'd through an af- 
fecting feene, the like I believe has not been 
fince that horrid tMgedy was adted, viz* 
the crucifixion of our L >kd and Savior ; 
the Gin was then darkened, Earthquake Jhut 
was the funs glorious eys, loth to Jee the 
Loan of glory die l faith the Poet. Yea, 
■PVGcJcs 1e.1t, the g aves opened, and uni- 
p«r&i nature was in a com. notion ! 


Amp (houid fome fingular evil follow 
Alts difpenfation, which we have great rea- 
fon to exoeCt t what could we look for bet- 
ter than judgment without meicy, while 
fuch montlrouN \v ckednefs is pra&ifed 
amongft us ? What a black catalogue of 

crimes 
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crimes are we juftly cliTgable .with ! How 
is the world idolized ! What covetoufnefs 
and earthly miadednefs abounds, which is 
death ! What carnal fecarity and ftupidity 
even in profeffors of religion 1 How is 
God’s name and fabbath profaned with in- 
decent behavior, needlefs travelling, vilit- 
ing, fooldh and profane talking and jelling ! 
How many need leilly abfent themfelvcs 
ftoni public vvorfhip ! H>w does cheating, 
lying, abominable extortion, oppreilion, 
feifhhnefj and all kinds of ciuhonefly pre- 
vail amongll us ! if . rents it feems have for- 
got their duty ; childicn daily grow flu b- 
born and leBeilious: In fine, true vital pie- 
ty and morality is bamfhed from amongll 
US. Our TcaCiiCl> h,V e I orgeat ti folemn 


charge to iva'rb f r 
courfes d ; we :mv 


ionh ! How many d i 1— 
ic.o-, only for more fa- 


lary ! How few ot them are enquiring. 

Whether their Lb is are crowned with fuc- 

1 

cefs or rot ? O' whether they -have won 
any to Christ ? Yea, they feem little con- 
cerned for the fhoep ; though they fee the 
wolf coming, yet they dee away, and 
appear more deli r or. s to have their fala- 
ries made good than any thing die. 

This is feverc dodtrine, bpt no more 
fo than the truth. Yet, thanks to God, 
this is not the cafe with all ; I believe there 


are 



are many tvho are daily at the throne of 
grace in bohalf of their pe >pie, defiring that 
their 1 b or might b * crowned with fuccels, 
who fight and cry for the abominations of the land* 


And (hall we, my Countrymen, pcr- 
f-ft in fin ? Is this our returns of gratitude to 
God fo all his benefirs and favors bellow- 
ed on us ? How wonderfully has God de- 
livered us from the hands of our enemies, 
[ when there was but a Jiep between us and deat h) 
whole tender mercies in many infiances have 
been cruelty. Trulv we may fay, had not 
God been on our fide they would have /wal- 
lowed us uf alive. What large bodies of 
veteran and dlciplined troops, both Britifli 
and mercenaries, have been fent with the 
aflidance of powerful fleets againft our thea 
defencelefs coall, the inhabitants undifei- 
plined, unarmed, unexperienced, yea defli- 
tute of almofl: every thing neceflhry for 
war, and contemptible in the eyes of our 
enemies : Yet God h is humble i their pride, 
preferved us and oftentimes given us victory 
both by fea and land, and caufed la r ge quan- 
titics of their interefl to fill into our hands* 


He has alfo called upon us in many in- 
stances and w tvs to return to him, b\ pro- 

✓ * 

vidences, deaths of fiiend- and connexions. 


by alauiung judgments 


Yet, like the deaf 
adder. 
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adder, we have flopped oar ears, Medea* 
cd our hearts j like Ammon of old have tref- 
palled yet mere and more . Be aftonifhed O 
heavens at th : * ! Here is ingratitude with- 
out a parallel : Yea, the fun at noonday 
hides his face as if unwilling to hehold fuch 
uioftrous wicked n cfs. Ob / Back fit ding 

New-Eugland, attend now to the thirty 
which Mong to your fence before they are for- 
ever bid from your eyes . 

What great reafon have we to blefs and 
pranfe him who lent the late darkneis, that 
he fullered it to extend no further, that it 
only terrified and did not deftroy. How de- 
plorable muft our condition have been had 
it continued for a few days. Who of us ex- 
pected fuch a day in the morning we went 
forth to labor in our fields ? But foon the 
weften clouds vaiTdthefun! Darknefsover- 
lpread the earth ! And while we were cry- 
ing pe^ce to ourfelves, fudden dcftiudtion 
feemed ready to break upon us ! But this 
may afF »rrl us confolation, that all the trou- 
ble and ;<.fflidtion we meet with in this world 
are under the dire&i v\ of \ kind Providence, 
an 1 if we rigVIy improve them we have 
reafon 'o hope they will be fanCtified unto 
us for our Lull $ and be a means of 

con- 



[ ] 

convincing and converting finners, and ex* 
citing Chriftians to holinefs. 

My Countrymen, We have lately been 
carried through a (hort and unexpeded 
night, and the fhadow of death is turned 
into the morning, and we have another op- 
portunity to repent. Such an unufinl 
judgment is fufficient to convince ns that 
God is angry, and if we turn not he will 
perhaps ddtroy us, or give us up to her d- 
vcls of h-:art % to treafure up to enriches 
wrath agauijl ibe day of wrath. Ler in of- 
ten call to mind the thoughts which in 
tnat dilmal hour pofll/Fed our bi tales ; 
fome apprehended the bridegroom \v ’ s coin- 
ing, and foon expeded to lee the Heaven?, 
on fi e over their heads, and the great caufe 
of all approaching to take vengeance on them 
who had not obeyed his Gufpel. Did we 
find ourlelves prepared for iuch a great 
event as fome imagined was coming upon 
us ? Was the profpcdfcdelightfome and joy- 
ous ? Could we then heartily welcome the 
grim -lefienger Death, defiling to he hded 
horn this body of clay ? Agimdid we judge 
ourlelves prepared to /hind before the fuJer 
of all the earth ? Doubtlels this was t • i • r cede 
with lome. But were there not a fhr iter 
number who ihr m k back and were filled 


wall 
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with horror at the thpught* of death and 
entering into eternity. Did not many then 
with they had attended to the one thing need* 
fill* and had been tr tie Chriftiam ? Some per* 
were on their knees begging for loiiger 
time ; if fo, how (h >uid fuh improve this 
prefen t opportu uty : God has been better 
to them than their fears, and granted their 
rcqueft s let fuch fee to it that they har- 
den not their hearts like wicked Pharaoh 

as foon as he law there was refoitc. And 

% 

may this dtfpenfation excite us to put off* 
the works of darknefs, t > be fober and vi- 
gil mt ; preparing for death and judgment 
which are haflening upon us, and let all 
Chriftians bed il yentreating that God who 
has ail power in his hand, that he would 
appear for u«, and build up his caufe $nd 
inrereft throughout the world ; that dying 
and decaying Religion might revive and 
flom jfh, and that he would vi/it this vine , 
which his own right ham hath p/anU'J ; tv bo ft 
hedges Jeem to he broken down and given up to 
the boar oj the e wttdernckf. 

Again, let os be prepared to meet God 

in whatever way he is pleafed to meet with 

US and may we be prepared for departing 

out of this world ; in a/ we confider it as 

* + 

iiot our home, that we are only probation- 
ers : 



«n; May we be reconciled to Go 0, fbfoogfc 
Christ, having a part in the merks of hit 
death and buffering ; fo that when He Jbafl 
appear, who if the believers life, •we may appear 
iljo with him i* gloyy : May we be feeding 
nearer communion with him : May we ftrive 
to be afiitmlateJ into the Divine likenefs : 
May we behave ourfelves becoming Chrif- 
tians. Let us lay afide all evil l'peaking* 
backbiting, flandering and making rules for 
our ueighoors, which we ourfelves would 
noj be willing to attend to. Finally, Let us 
firive to live in peace, Jo that the Go do/ peace 
may be with ns always ; by which we (hall be 
enabled in the midft of that amazing feme of 
a diilblving world, when our ears will be fa- 
luted with the difmal found of rending rocks! 
qxtking earth ! burfting tomb ! and dif- 
i jiving nature ! to (land forth unmoved with 
icalmnefs and ferenity of mind, faying. This 
is our Goo, we have waited /or him, now we 
ill be g/ad and rejoice in bis falvation . 

Lastly, May we take a fuitable notice 
of we late difpenfation, and let us turn t® 
that God from w-hom we have fo greatly re- 
volted and fallen, fo that he may he at oeaCe, 
and his blefli ig may defeend and reft upoa 
us, even iite forevermore. 


A M E N. 
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A Scriptural Account of the uncom- 
mon Oar knfss that happened in Ntw- 
England, on Friday, May 19, 1780. 
Loving Brothers, Boston, Mav, 80. 

I N as much as we have fo manv uodeni- 
able proofs that the day of the Lord 
draws near, I think it is more certified to us 
in the fun, moon and ft us all being (mitten 
at once, which no writing, that 1 ever found, 
gave any account of fnch a thing, before Vf iy 
19, 1780 ; neither can I find hut one d »y and 
night of that uncommon da- knels m entitl- 
ed m^cripture, before C hr ist’s fecondc nn- 
i fl g — f h it the (e few lines may be a vv invng 
and comfort to von, is the heart v with of 
your loving Brother, John Kennedy. 

I Begin at Ifai.ib xiii. an i 6th verfc — 
Howl ye, for the day of the Lord is at 
hand ; it (hill come as a defLinftion from 
the Almighty. V. 10. For the ftars of Hea-< 
ven, and the confteliaiions thereof (hall not 
give their light : The fun (hill be dirkned 
in his going fo th, and the moon (hall not 
caufe her light to (lime. — Ezck. xxxii. 7. 
And when 1 (hall put thee rut, I will co- 
ver the Heaven, and make the fhrs thereof 
dark : I will cover trie fun with a cloud, and 
the moon Drill not give her light. — Joel 
ii. 31. The fun fh all he tu Tied into d tr knefs, 
snd the moon into blood, before the great 

and 



[ *5 ) 

tfitf terrible day of the Lord come lii* i j. 

the fun and the moon lhall be darkncd, and 
thift ^ r$ (hall withdraw theii (bining.-~-4k|fl# 
v. it>* 17, 18. Therefore the Lord the 600 
ct hofts, the Lord faith thus. Wailing (hall 
be in ail (beets, 2nd they (hall fay in all the 
high wiys, Alas, alas ! And they (hall call 
the Hufbandmen tg mourning, and fuch at 
are fkiifvlvf lamentation to wailing; which 
may be referred to the 19th of May, 1780, 
as it was the cafe in moil towns in this State. 
Addin al vineyard* rrti dl be wailing : For [ 
will pak through thee fmh the Lord. Wo 
unto you th«tde(i e the d#y of the Loud : 
To what end is it tor you f The day of the 
Lord is dirkntfs, and not light. 20. Shall 
mot the day of the Lord be darknefs and 
jiot light ? Even very da k, and no brightneff 
in it ?— 7 Mat. xxiv 7, For nation (hall rftj| 
againit nation and kingdom againll king- 
d' m: Ami the c rti.il) be famines, and pefti- 
lcnccs, ande rthqu -kes in divers places, t. 
Ah thete * e thr begming of furrows. 10. 
Th n (hall m ny he offended, and betray 
or e anathp , .mo fhall hate one another. 11. 
And many Life, prophets (hall arife, and 
(hall deceive nuny. 24. For there (hall arife 
L’fe ebeiftj, and falfc prophets, and (liail 
(hewg cat (ignsand wonders, infomuchthat 
(if it we;e pofiiLde) they (liail deceive the 

very 
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very 25. Behold I have told you he* 

fore 29. Immediately after the tribulation 
of thofe davs, {hall the fun be darkened and 
the moon {hall not give her light, and the 
ftars (hall fall from Heaven, and the powers 
of Heaven {hall be (ha ken. 33. So like- 

wife ye, when ye (hall lee all thefe things 
know that it is near, even at the doors. 44. 
Therefore be ye alfo ready : For in iuch au 
hour as you think not, the Son of Man 

Cometh. — Math xiit. 24 25, flu. in thole day', after tf . 
tribulation, rh- fun (h<)l tc darkned, and the raoor (hall nc»t 
give he* light. And the fta.s o Ht-vtn thai: ta-i ^Vi r*:ne 
powers that are iu Heaver ihaii be (h ken. 28 29. l.ov 
learn a paia!:l? ..f ih- figtn.e : When her brarch it v t ;c;i* 
der, and pucteth to th Jcav&ye know that fumrner is ncs c 
So yt in like trtsc.oier, v. h< n >e .ha;! fee thefe th rgs tome 
to pafs, know ihat it is nigh, ever at the coors. l.i.kt Xxi. 
25. And there {bail he kgus in the fun, and in the moon, 
and in the ltd re ; u.x up 1. the eu.ili <J:ft:cfs of nations with 
perplexity, the lea and the « as <-a ;ra ing. 33 Heaven and 
.earth ftuil pafs .ffiv ; bat n.y words fh^l not pafs aw ay. 
3^, For a$ a Ir.arc fhall it <■ :tj • ■ cn ;i them that dwell on 
the face of the u. h *‘e e."h — 1 iT././i v. 3.4. F • when 
they lhail fay, Pcj.c and f. Uvy ; then fud- er. c .lF ..dVon 
cometh u'’on them fs tiiV. il upon a worn. . with th Id ; 
and they (hall not efcape. liut ye, Brethcn, a r^ r.c. in da k- 
refr, that that day (houfrt overt kc you as a thief. JLe*r 'id, 
12, 13, And the fourth Angel fount ed, anu the third pat; 
of the fuq was fmitten, and the third part ui the moon, and 
the .third part of the lia s ; fo 33 the th'u ; ait c-f tren 
were derkned : And the day fli mo net for a third part ofi;, 
and the night likewjfe. Ard f tehdd. 3t,d heard an Angol 
flying through the midft of Heaven, faying, with a loud 
voice, Wo, wo, wo, to the inhaoicar.. of the eatth V *ea* 
fen of the other voices of the trumpet of the tl ’£«* An- 
whi<.h are yet to feu^d. 

r in 1 ?. 



